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from, the facts of the universe, negative his omni-
potence. They do not, in the same manner, exclude
omniscience: if we suppose limitation of power,
there is nothing to contradict the supposition of
perfect knowledge and absolute wisdom. But neither
is there anything to prove it. The knowledge of
the powers and properties of things necessary for
planning and executing the arrangements of the
Kosnios, is no doubt as much in excess of human
knowledge as the power implied in creation is in
excess of human power. And the skill, the subtlety
of contrivance, the ingenuity as it would be called
in the case of a human work, is often marvellous.
But nothing obliges us to suppose that either the
knowledge or the skill is infinite. We are not even
compelled to suppose that the contrivances were
always the best possible. If we venture to judge
them as we judge the works of human artificers, we
find abundant defects. The human body, for ex-
ample, is one of the most striking instances of artful
and ingenious contrivance which nature offers, but
we may well ask whether so complicated a machine
could not have been made to last longer, and not
to get so easily and frequently out of order. We
may ask why the human race should have been so
constituted as to grovel in wretchedness and degra-
dation for countless ages before a small portion of
it was enabled to lift itself into the very imperfect
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